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Mons of the south still cherished the memory of their lost
independence.
With two centuries of continuous existence to its credit—a
long period for an eastern monarchy—and associated with the
prestige of a truly magnificent capital city, the Pagan dynasty
might still have recovered its position and held its empire
together, had it not been for the simultaneous onslaught of two
foreign foes, the Tartars and the Shans. Against one or the other
it might have survived, since Kublai Khan had too many irons
in the fire to attempt the serious conquest of distant Burma; and
without the debilitating effects of the Tartar invasions Pagan
could have stood up successfully to the Shans. But the two
series of attacks were almost interwoven, and the kingdom fell
never to rise again.
The thirteenth century, which saw the culmination of
Mediaeval Christendom in Europe, witnessed even more
important events farther east. It was the period when Jenghis
Khan and his successors founded the vast Mongol Empire
stretching from the Caspian to the China Sea. Western Christen-
dom, threatened by Ogdai Khan, the successor of Jenghis, was
saved only by his death in 1243 after conquering Russia and
ravaging Poland. Kublai Khan concentrated his attention on
eastern Asia. In 1253 he annexed Yunnan. Then, having
established himself as Emperor of China, he sent missions far
and wide to demand the allegiance of all states which were
traditionally regarded by the Middle Kingdom as its satellites.
In 1271 his viceroy in Yunnan was instructed to claim from
Pagan the tribute which had been paid by Narathihapate's
predecessors. Had the king been willing to send a suitable
acknowledgement of submission, he would in all probability
have been left alone in peace. Instead, however, he refused
even to receive the Chinese envoys.
Two years later the demand was renewed. It was conveyed
by an embassy headed by the First Secretary of the Board of
Bites, who was the bearer of a letter from Kublai Khan threat-
ening war if the Burmese king refused to fulfil his duties
'towards the All-Highest'. Against the advice of his ministers
Narathihapate seized the ambassador, his colleagues and their
whole retinue, and put them all to death. When no immediate

